64____________________Sri Raghavendra

one who had called on them could only have been the
Almighty in human form.

Seenappa Naik, at that very moment, was rid of his
madness for riches. As a result, his heart poured out,
'Aiyo Lakshmi, I had not raised my head to see even on
a single occasion the Divine being who had been a
regular visitor for six months, worrying me day in and
day out, for monetary help. Oh, what a sinner I am.
From now onwards, I shall engage myself in nothing but
devotion towards Hari, that Narayana, whom I had
missed seeing, but am now eager to know about!'

He then walked out of his house with his wife and
children pronouncing to those around him, This house,
riches and all other things are not my possession. They
all belong to that Hari.1

'Realizing Hari, is going to be my pursuit and
enjoyment. All these materialistic things are mere dust
before His excellence. If so willed by Him, He can give
the entire world in our hands. Oh, how foolish I have
been in not turning my attention towards Hari, all these
years'. So saying, he started walking along the streets,
with his family.

His relatives and those gathered there, tried to
restrain him from taking the extreme step that he was
resorting to, but their efforts were in vain. Their
exhortation that since he had a sort of awakening, he
could turn out to be devout and lead a happy life
thenceforth, by being generous and noble towards the
poor, fell on deaf ears.